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India is often very great. This, however, is a passive rather than
an active force; it resists change and stands on the ancient ways.
It is in the Presidency cities, therefore, and in the other large
towns that active political forces must be looked for. The mem-
bers of the professions,the journalists, most of the school teachers,
and, above all, the lawyers, are naturally concentrated in the
towns, and here too are the universities, the students of which
make themselves so prominent in Indian political movements,
apparently without any anxiety as to the consequence of absent-
ing themselves from their academic studies.
The Pace of Advance.
460. Political thought in British India to-day is derived from
Europe.    The keen intelligence of the educated Indian has been
stimulated by study of Western institutions.    It is- remarkable
how the theories and phrases of political science as expounded in
England and America have been adopted and absorbed..   But
the sudden impact of ideas drawn from the experience and con-
ditions of other peoples in other 'climates is bound to have a dis-
turbing effect.   Down to thirty or forty years ago India stood
entirely outside the influence of the course of political ideas which
at length produced democratic self-government in some other parts
of the world.    But in the last generation she has been swayed,
at one and the same time, by the force of several conceptions
which in Europe had followed a certain sequence.    Thus, the
struggle for power between rival religious coimnunities, the rise
of an intense national spirit, the.spread of toleration,, the growth
of democracy, and the controversies of k>cia^isrn,'mafk fairly well-
defined epochs in European history.    But, in India, these various
influences are contending siae by side for the allegiance of the
politically-minded.    The  growth  of  national  self-consciousness
is retarded by communal separatism.    The movement towards
Western industrialism is countered by the return to the spinning
wheel.    The equality of Asiatic and European is proclaimed,
while the clash of Brahmin and nonrBrahmin,; or;.caste  and
outcast,    is'  intensified.v    Ultra-democira'tic   constitutions   are
propounded, although the long process which was a necessary
antecedent to democracy in Europe, viz. the breaking down of
class and communal and occupational barriers, has only just be-
gun*    Indian-" political thought' finds it-.tempting to foreshorten
history, and is unwilling-to wait for the final stage of a prolonged
evolution.   It is impatient of the doctrine of gradualness.
The Formation of Public Opinion.
461. In' a country where the .number of literates is very small,
the formation of opinion depends far more on the spoken than
on the written word. Rumour counts for more than reading; but
the most exaggerated rumour* finds its way into a certain class
of Indian newspaper, and the influence of the man who' c'a$ .read